
 

 
January 2017 

 

 

Dear Next President:  

 

The Generation Indigenous (Gen-I) movement represents thousands of Native American youth 

across the country who took a pledge to positively impact their communities and help build a 

strong future for Indian Country. As you organize your administration, this letter is intended to 

give a voice to Native youth about the priorities that matter to them and offer recommendations 

for you and your cabinet.  

 

President Obama demonstrated a true commitment to Native American youth by launching the 

Gen-I initiative in 2014, a cross-sector call-to-action to focus on strengthening resources and 

improving our lives. For the past two years, he also invited Gen-I youth delegates to join tribal 

leaders at the annual White House Tribal Nations Conference. In addition to continuing the 

annual nation-to-nation conference with tribal leadership, we ask that you continue President 

Obama’s commitment to Native youth by inviting Gen-I youth delegates. 

 

This letter incorporates the input of the 2016 White House Tribal Youth gathering, the Gen-I 

National Native Youth Network, and the First Kids First coalition. We hope that your 

administration will continue the important focus on our youth by considering these priorities and 

recommendations. 

 

[These recommendations will be updated after soliciting input from the Gen-I youth network] 

 

Recommendations to Improve Health and Wellness:  

 Start a program for homeless veterans in this country. Focus on PTSD/trauma and better 

promote rehabilitation programs.  

 Out of the 567 tribes in the U.S., 229 of those federally recognized tribes are in Alaska. 

We recommend you continue putting pressure on the Administration and legislature to 

build stronger infrastructure (especially water, electricity, and sewage systems) in Alaska 

Native communities. No U.S. citizen should have to use a honey bucket or haul water in 

2017. 

 Promote holistic health and healing modalities on reservations across the U.S.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Recommendations to Improve Education:  

“My closest friend wanted to go to college and was more than capable academically to do so. He 

just didn’t have the money to pursue his education like he wanted to.” 

 – Gila River Indian Community Youth 

 

 Increase the amount of grant programs and scholarships and decrease the cost of college. 

The cost of college is too high. There are people who want to pursue higher education, 

but don’t have the financial resources or the guidance.  

 Schools are underfunded and overcrowded. I recommend the Administration adopt 

actionable legislation to enforce more diverse curriculum that creates a more inclusive 

environment for diverse students.  

 Public schools in an urban setting are misinformed on American Indian and Alaska 

Natives (AI/ANs). We want to see a change in the perspectives in history books from 

colonialism and make the curriculum more approachable for Native Americans students.   

 

Recommendations to Improve Food Sovereignty:  

“We need to teach youth about why being healthy is the traditional way.” 

 – Comanche Nation Youth 

 

 Start an education program for tribal foods to promote sovereignty and create tribal 

community gardens and farms. Food sovereignty will help bring communities together 

and engage youth.  

 Too many of our family members suffer from heart disease and diabetes. We need to 

promote healthy and traditional ways by creating more resources for tribes to bring back 

traditional foods, culture and language in AI/AN communities.  

 We need safe and healthy foods. We recommend the Administration implement and/or 

strengthen food inspectors to hold food producers accountable.   

 

Finally, Generation Indigenous recommends the Administration create a permanent Office of 

Native American Affairs at the White House to coordinate, implement, and track progress on 

these policy areas. Please take these recommendations into serious consideration and think of 

Gen-I as a resource as you learn more about national priorities from the perspectives of 

American Indians and Alaska Natives.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Generation Indigenous  

 

 

 

 


